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with the corner of his eye Dr. Paul, the expert in medical
jurisprudence, who declared before the X-ray examination
that the bullet, of which no trace had yet been found, had
entered the flesh, struck the shoulder blade, glanced off
and gone out by the same hole. . . . Clemenceau had
already begun to get the better of Cottin's bullet.
And so, on the 2yth February, eight days after the
assault, Clemenceau, with the bullet in his mediastinum,
resumed his place as President of the Committee of the
Great Powers at the Peace Conference.
On the i4th March Cottin appeared before the 3rd
Military Tribunal of Paris and was unanimously con-
demned to death. On the 8th April the newspapers
published this paragraph:
* The President of the Council and Minister for War
has to-day submitted a report to the President of the
Republic  which,  after  recalling  the  circumstances   of
Cottin's crime, continued as follows: " The members of
the court-martial having signed no recommendation to
mercy, the Government Commissioner and the Military
Governor of Paris are of the opinion that justice should
take its course.   But the President of the Council and
Minister for War has appealed to the head of the State for
clemency on behalf of the condemned.   In consequence
he recommends that the death penalty pronounced on
Cottin should be commuted to ten years solitary confine-
ment."   Accordingly the President of the Republic has
signed a decree for the commutation of the sentence/
Three years pass.   On the 3ist January, 1922, Me.
Oscar Bloch writes to Clemenceau,
* MONSIEUR LE PRESIDENT,
* You were kind enough three years ago to associate
yourself with my efforts to obtain a commutation of
sentence for my client Emile Cottin, who was condemned
to death for his attempt to assassinate you.   I should like